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State News for NSPE Members

Introducing the NSPE-CA 2024-25 Leadership Team

President - Michael Ozatalar, P.E.
Michael has been with Parsons for 30 years and has held several key leadership
roles within the company. Currently, Michael is the manager of engineering, and is
responsible for all engineering staff and services in Parsons Federal Systems,
which performs over $1 billion in annual revenue for the federal cyber and
intelligence; infrastructure and environment; logistics, security and training; and
engineering and technical services markets.

Vice President - Corey Hartwig, P.E.
Corey is a licensed professional engineer in chemical engineering and mechanical
Engineering in California, Colorado, South Dakota, and Texas, with nearly three
decades of industrial engineering experience. Corey graduated with a bachelor's
degree in chemical engineering from the Colorado School of Mines. Currently, he is



the project engineering manager at PCL Industrial Services, Inc. in Bakersfield,
California. At PCL, Corey leads teams who design and develop major EPC
projects, primarily in the energy sector with a strong focus on renewables.

Treasurer - Chijioke Akunyili, P.E.
Chijioke is a California-licensed mechanical engineer with over 15 years of Air
Quality and EHS Engineering Experience and has worked across multiple
industries in the state. He began his career with the South Coast Air Quality
Management in the Engineering and Compliance office before moving to Southern
California Edison, where he was responsible for Power Plant Emissions Monitoring
and Compliance. He is currently with Northrop Grumman Corporation, managing
the Air Quality Engineering program for the Redondo Beach Space Park facility.

Immediate Past President - Joseph Quinn, P.E.
Joseph is a licensed metallurgical engineer in Arizona, California, Colorado,
Pennsylvania, Nevada, Utah, and Washington. He is the owner of Materials FACT,
a failure analysis consulting business located in Los Angeles. Joseph holds three
degrees in the fields of materials science and engineering and has provided well
over 1,000 investigations on metallic and non-metallic (glass, plastic, rubber, and
composite) materials or products in litigation, subrogation, insurance claims, and
industrial incidents. He is very active in technical societies and industry
organizations.



Events Task Force Chair – Harold Hartman, P.E.
Harold is a senior associate at Eco & Associates in Tustin. As an engineering
management professional, he has spent most of his career with the US Army
Corps of Engineers.

Tour of the Wallis Annenberg Wildlife Crossing
Construction Site

NSPE-CA members gathered on August 3 for a custom engineer-focused tour of
the wildlife crossing under construction over Highway 101 in Agoura Hills,
California. Access the photo album. The crossing is being built to protect Southern
California mountain lions by enabling them to cross the 101 freeway safely as they
roam their territory. Learn more about the project.

https://www.nspe-ca.org/for-members/photo-album
https://101wildlifecrossing.org/


Save the Date for NSPE-CA Events

Registration details are coming soon for upcoming events.

Thursday, September 26 (Noon-2 p.m.)
Webinar: How Industry Can Shape the Education of Future Engineers

Friday, October 18
High Speed Rail Tour 
(Projects in Fresno and Hanford)

California High Speed Rail Authority Gets New CEO 

The California High Speed Rail Authority announced its new CEO, who will be
taking over the $135 billion project to connect downtown San Francisco to
downtown Los Angeles with high speed rail, The Center Square reports.

While the project recently completed a major milestone by securing environmental
clearance for the entire 463-mile SF-LA route, the initial 171-mile operational
segment in the sparsely populated Central Valley between Bakersfield and Merced
will cost $30-$33 billion to be operational in the now 2030-2033 timeframe. CAHSR
admits to being short approximately $8 billion — even after $4.2 billion from
Proposition 1A in 2022, and another $3.3 billion federal grant in 2023 — and says
its strategy is to "secure $8 billion in new federal grants over the next five years."

Given that the state just closed a $47 billion budget shortfall through funding shifts
and spending cuts and delays, more state funding does not seem to be an option
for the system, which was approved by voters in 2008 with a $10 billion bond and a
2020 completion date.

https://www.thecentersquare.com/california/article_480284e0-55dc-11ef-ace8-d3f7634cfc3c.html
https://www.thecentersquare.com/california/article_480284e0-55dc-11ef-ace8-d3f7634cfc3c.html


Projected ridership has also declined "due to a decrease in California population
projections," suggesting the system may need to charge more for tickets and/or
receive more in subsidies. Read more.

Turning California's Oil Fields Into Energy Storage Sites

Part of the solution to California's ambitious decarbonization goals may, ironically
enough, be found in the state's oil patch.

On a 560-acre plot of land in a dusty portion of the San Joaquin Valley, Premier
Resource Management LLC has partnered with some of the nation's top energy
laboratories on a pilot program to take an abandoned oil reservoir and convert it to
a geothermal power plant that can also store renewable energy underground for
weeks at a time, instead of just a few hours.

The electricity at the site could flow to an already existing substation nearby, with
the megawatts then dispersed into California's power grid.

"It is combining known, existing technologies and processes in a novel way," said
Premier Resource Management's corporate development officer Mike Umbro, a
San Diego resident and one of the company';s founding partners.

The process, called Geological Thermal Energy Storage or GeoTES, would use a
combination of techniques both above and below ground such as solar power,
heat, and injecting and extracting water from wells.

The project plans to use depleted oil reservoirs at a depth of about 1,200 feet that
produce brackish water. The water from the porous, permeable sandstone
reservoir will be pumped to the surface and sent into a heat exchanger. Read more
in The San Diego Union-Tribune.

State Licensing Board News

Board Meeting
The California Board for Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors, and Geologists
will hold a meeting on October 17-18 in Sacramento. Access meeting information
info here.

Expedited Licensing for Service Members Enrolled in Skillbridge Program
Boards and bureaus under the Department of Consumer Affairs (DCA) must
expedite licensure application processing for service members currently enrolled in
the US Department of Defense SkillBridge Program.

Service members seeking licensure in California who qualify must provide

https://www.thecentersquare.com/california/article_480284e0-55dc-11ef-ace8-d3f7634cfc3c.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/2024/08/14/can-californias-depleted-oil-fields-evolve-into-geothermal-power-and-storage-sites/
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/2024/08/14/can-californias-depleted-oil-fields-evolve-into-geothermal-power-and-storage-sites/
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/2024/08/14/can-californias-depleted-oil-fields-evolve-into-geothermal-power-and-storage-sites/
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/2024/08/14/can-californias-depleted-oil-fields-evolve-into-geothermal-power-and-storage-sites/
https://www.bpelsg.ca.gov/
https://www.bpelsg.ca.gov/about_us/meetings/index.shtml


documentation of enrollment, such as an official letter from the commanding officer.
Failure to provide proper documentation could result in application processing
delays. Applicants must still meet all board or bureau licensing requirements. For
questions or assistance regarding licensing requirements, please contact the board
at (916) 999-3600. For more information on licensing resources available to service
members, visit: www.dca.ca.gov/military.

Technical Review Delays
Please allow 4-6 months in Technical Review for the following Professional
Engineer (PE) application types: Agricultural, Chemical, Control System, Electrical,
Fire Protection, Industrial, Mechanical, Metallurgical, Nuclear, and Petroleum. This
time frame applies to all applicants within these types, including Comity and
Fundamentals of Engineering (FE) Exam Waiver applicants. The board is currently
short staffed, but actively working on resolving the backlog.

NSPE's Job Board is your one-stop resource for professional engineering
employment. Whether you are on the hunt for your next career move or looking for
today's top engineering leaders and talent, you will find it here.

Featured Jobs
Manager, Engineering
El Cajon, CA

Senior Mechanical Engineer
Santa Clara, CA

Public Works Director
Santa Paula, CA

Find more job openings or reach the right employees on the NSPE Job Board.

Stay up to date on legislative issues through the NSPE Advocacy Center .

http://www.dca.ca.gov/military
https://careers.nspe.org/jobs/20424588/manager-engineering
https://careers.nspe.org/jobs/20391726/senior-mechanical-engineer
https://careers.nspe.org/jobs/20361313/public-works-director
https://www.nspe.org/resources/career-center/job-board/job-board
https://nspe.quorum.us/advocacy_center/


Minnesota PE Takes the Lead of NSPE

Brian Malm, P.E., F.NSPE, was installed as the NSPE 2024-2025 President
during NSPECon24 in Raleigh, North Carolina on August 8. He has been an active
member of NSPE for 25 years and has served in a variety of leadership roles at the
chapter, state, and national level.

Malm began his career in 1996 and has spent the majority of that time as a
municipal consulting engineer with experience with a variety of infrastructure
projects including streets and highways, sanitary sewer, water distribution,
stormwater management facilities, and capital improvement planning. He is a
principal engineer with Bolton & Menk, Inc., and manages the firm’s office in
Rochester, Minnesota, and serves as the consultant city engineer for several cities
in southeast Minnesota.

Malm is a licensed professional engineer in Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Iowa. He
earned a bachelor’s degree in civil engineering at North Dakota State University
and a master’s degree in infrastructure systems engineering from the University of
Minnesota.

Blueprint for Progress: Your Vote Shapes Tomorrow!
Let's make our voices heard! NSPE, the unified voice
of professional engineers committed to excellence in
engineering, is rallying behind the importance of voting
in this election year. As professional engineers,
dedicated to protecting the health, safety, and welfare
of the public through your work, you understand the
critical role of civic engagement. As stewards of our



communities, you play a vital role in shaping our
collective future. Whether it’s casting your vote in the general election on
November 5, your state primary, or participating in your local elections, your active
involvement is invaluable. Together, let’s exercise our civic duty and engineer a
better tomorrow!

Before heading to the polls and casting your vote, we encourage you to explore the
educational and election resources, which include links to register to vote and
verify voter registration.

Access GOTV Resources

Emerging Leaders Program Seeks Candidates

The NSPE Emerging Leaders Program is seeking the next group of engineering
change-makers. Candidates with 5–8 years of professional experience in the
engineering field who are prepared to think strategically about their career and
begin taking on leadership roles are invited to apply. Selected participants come
from a variety of firms with a range of engineering expertise.

The 2025 ELP syllabus and related time-commitments are available and the
application for the program is due by August 31. Candidates accepted into the
program will receive notification in October.

Apply Now

https://nspe.quorum.us/GOTV/
https://nspe.quorum.us/GOTV/
https://nspe.quorum.us/GOTV/
https://nspe.quorum.us/GOTV/
https://www.nspe.org/resources/emerging-leaders-program
https://my.reviewr.com/s2/site/2025_NSPE_Emerging_Leaders_Program
https://my.reviewr.com/s2/site/2025_NSPE_Emerging_Leaders_Program
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